The First and Final Message

Text: John 1:1-18
Introduction

First, we focus on the term Word. “In the beginning was the Word.” The most important thing to
know about this Word 1s found 1 verse 14: “And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us,
and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.” The
Word refers to Jesus Christ.

John knows what he’s about to write 1 these 21 chapters. He 1s going to tell us the story of what
Jesus Christ did and what he taught. This 1s a book about the life and work of the man Jesus
Christ—the man that John knew and saw and heard and touched with his hands (1 John 1:1). He
had flesh and blood. He was not a ghost or an apparition appearing and vanishing. He ate and
drank and got tired, and John knew him very closely. Jesus’ mother lived with John in the last part

of her life (John 19:26).

Therefore, what John 1s doing in John 1:1-3 1s telling us the most ulimate things about Jesus that
he can. It took John more than three years to figure out the fullness of who Jesus was. But he
does not want his readers to take more than three verses to find out what took him so long to
know. He wants us to have i our minds, fixed and clear, from the beginning of his Gospel, the
eternal majesty and deity and Creator rights of Jesus Christ. - John Piper

I. Heis the Word who existed before all things (vv.1-5).

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was
with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that
has been made. 4 In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. 5 The light shines in the
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

A. He has no beginning, He simply existed from the beginning.

B. The hfe He brought shines hike light in the darkness.

II. He is the Word who was sent to bring illumination to all (vv.6-13)

6 There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to testify concerning
that light, so that through him all might believe. 8 He himself was not the light; he came only as a
witness to the light.

9 The true Light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. 10 He was in the world, and
though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. 11 He came to that which
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was his own, but his own did not receive him. 12 Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed
mn his name, he gave the right to become children of God— 13 children born not of natural descent,
nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God.

A. John the Baptist was God’s herald of His Message to humanity.

B. Jesus came with a message of victory over darkness.

III. He is the Word who lived among us and Who came to live within us (vv.14-
18).

14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the
one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.

15 (John testified concerning him. He cried out, saying, “This 1s the one I spoke about when I said,
‘He who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.””) 16 Out of his fullness we
have all received grace in place of grace already given. 17 For the law was given through Moses; grace
and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God, but the one and only Son, who i1s
himself God and 1s in closest relationship with the Father, has made him known.

A. The most important part of the message 1s that He hved among us.
B. His message was to make Him known to His own creation.

Conclusion



